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At the beginning of 2017 I sold almost all of my belongings and moved into a 31' travel trailer. 
While the process has proved to be extraordinarily stressful, it has threatened me with 
dangers closer and more raw than trying to make ends meet for a typical lifestyle, it has been 
enormously transformative and rewarding. I have sought the healing qualities of nature, its 
rhythms, sounds, smells, and weather to counter the deadening effect of long commutes to 
and from a job just to be able to have a place to sleep, food to eat and a car to drive. Living 
with less allows more freedom of movement, freedom to focus on what is most important to 
me.  

I first began oil painting while I was managing apartments in the late 90’s. I lived in an 
apartment with almost no natural light or views to the landscape outdoors. By capturing the 
magnificent trees and clouds with my brush, I recreated that feeling of peace when I’m in 
nature. I have needed to paint as a respite from the weariness I get from the rat race that is 
contemporary American life.  

My paintings and mixed media work represent the exterior face of who I am. My artist books 
represent my inner life. My symbolic work explores reactions I’m experiencing to personal 
circumstances. My sky and landscape paintings are meant to evoke an emotional and spiritual 
response beyond explanation. My handmade books are journalistic and offer a peak into 
somber topics which often inform other works. These books are darker in tone than the light 
filled, colorful sky and landscape paintings. The images in my books are beautifully rendered 
using subtle line, value and some text. I realize that while sometimes the truth is not always 
ideal and expressing it is sometimes risky. My experiences and feelings expressed by the art I 
make open the way to converse with others on a deeper level.  

Sometimes the truth of my situation is not ideal. Expressing that truth is often risky because 
revealing it leaves me vulnerable. When appropriate, I incorporate humor to make the truth 
more palatable. This honesty expressed in my art has opened up meaningful conversations 
with viewers. Cultural, social, financial, religious and historical barriers which dictate gender 
roles and expectations in society and interpersonal relationships have also informed my   
perspective.  

Technology has become a creative tool that I have utilized to enhance and inform my artistic 
projects. For the last few years as I have been working and living in my 34’ travel trailer the 
Sunshine Wagon Studio RV. Due to the lack of space an RV affords, my art has evolved from 
2d to 3d to performance and collaborative work concerned with restoring community and 
friendship in light of the divisiveness and fear generated by religion, politics, the news media 
and social networks. 
As a fine artist, I have first-hand knowledge of the day to day struggles and joys artists face in 
the pursuit of art education and career. It is very rewarding to me to be able to share my art with 
you. And I would love to hear your thoughts about it. I have taught art and tutored in various art 
subjects since 1999. I possess an MFA from Vermont College of Fine Arts and a BA in Fine 
Art/Multimedia with a Minor in Educational Technology from San Diego State University.  My 
award-winning artworks are collected nationally and internationally. I can be contacted 
at  jennikai@me.com 
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